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Who does the U.S Congress say we (NPS) are?
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Who does the U.S Congress say we (NPS) are?

GRSM Enabling Legislation ς Exclusive JurisdictionGRSM Enabling Legislation ς US DOI Fisheries Management Authority
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Who does the U.S Congress say we (NPS) are?

1. Policy  
 The Organic Act of 1916: ñ....to conserve the scenery and 

the natural and historic objects and the wild life therein and 
to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and 
by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations."

2.  Meet recovery goals for Endangered Species Act

3.  Maintain biodiversity in the region

4.  Heritage

4.10 - the NPS will seek to restore native species to Parks if adequate 

habitat exists, it can be self- perpetuating, and the species was 

substantially diminished by direct or indirect human-induced change

4.12 - populations of exotic species up to and including eradication will 

be undertaken wherever such species threaten park resources or public 

health and when control is prudent and feasible

Specific NPS Management Policies:



Our Missions ï What guides our agenciesé.

NPS: ñ"....to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects 

and the wild life therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same 

in such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for 

the enjoyment of future generations.ò

* Administer National Parks, Seashores, Trails, Rivers, Rec. Areas

USFWS: ñWorking with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, 

wildlife, and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the 

American people.ò

* Administer National Wildlife Refuges, Endangered Species Act

USFS: ñSustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the Nationôs 

forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future 

generations.ò

* Administer National Forests, Grasslands and Rec. Areas

TWRA:  ñTo preserve, conserve, protect, and enhance the fish and 

wildlife of the state and their habitats for the use, benefit, and 

enjoyment of the citizens of Tennessee and its visitors. The Agency 

will foster the safe use of the state's waters through a program of law 

enforcement, education, and access.ò

* Administer State fish and animal populations, WMAôs, shooting ranges



Living Our Missions ï GRSM Fisheries Focuses

1. Vital Signs Monitoring
VFish and Water

2. Native Fish & Mussel Restoration
3. Sustainable Fishing & Harvest
4. T&E Fish Monitoring
5. NEPA Documentation



Fish Population Design ς IBI and 3-Pass
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Rough Fork Creek (ROF-1)
Brown Trout - Adult

Brown Trout - YOY

Rainbow Trout - Adult

Rainbow Trout - YOY

Brook Trout - Adult

Brook Trout - YOY

Population Abundance
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Rock Creek (303d)

Upper Cosby Creek

Camel Hump Creek

Lower Cosby Creek



Native Fish Restoration ς Brook Trout, T&E Fish, Mussels



Native Species Restoration ς Brook Trout, Mussels, T&E Fish

Mussels
Å 2025 grad study L5ΩŘ 14 species 

to reintroduce to GRSM
Å 2 species reintroduced in 2025: 

Spike and Slippershell

T&E Fish
Å Smoky Madtom (E), Yellowfin 

Madtom (T), and Citico Darter 
(E) have been successfully 
reintroduced to GRSM

Å Spotfin Chub (T) not successful
Å Restored Banded Sculpin, 

Greenfin Darter, and Blotchside 
Logperch ongoing

Southern Appalachian Brook Trout
Å 19 Populations have been restored in GRSM totaling 36.5 miles
Å Additional 9 streams and 18 miles proposed for restoration
Å Fishing and harvest of Brook Trout opened parkwide in 2006


