2026 Tennessee Coldyvater Summit
TAKING STOCK: Who are we and where are we-head

‘The C‘ﬁrk Ing Angler' Dynamic & Our Organizaﬂonal Mis:
% Great Smoky Mountains National Park

- - .. T R A o e e e T ,

g

107 Park Headquarters Road
Gatlinburg, Tennessee 37738


mailto:Matt_Kulp@nps.gov

Fishing Approved Recreational Activity Since Yellowstone Established in 1“’“’3*"::"5

-

- Angler and NPS Ra NP 19




.

Hunting and
® fishing :
restrictions,

e .

Rules and
il regulations,

"

. = =3
’ : ' 3’\~ 5% ! .":;2.‘d R el ‘
G UNBOUZNI FYR 160200 . 28d32 J@NEhatle {2 |, 8. a 2 dzyiind

i W — T —
s ————— | —

-

Sec. 3. That all hunting or the killing, wounding, or cap- |
turing at any time of any wild bird or animal, except dan- |
gerous animals when it is necessary to prevent them from

destroying human lives or inflicting personal in jury, is pro- -4
hibited within the limits of said park, nor shall any fish be )

taken out of any of the waters of the said park, in any other | !
way than by hook and line, and then only at such seasons '
and at such times and in such manner as may be directed |
by the Secretary of the Interior. The Secretary of the Inte-

rior shall make and publish such general rules and regula-

tions as*he may deem necessary and proper for the manage-

ment and care of the park and for the protection of the
property therein, especially for the preservation from in jury
or spoliation of all timber, mineral deposits, natural curiosi.
ties, or wonderful objects within said park, and for the pro-
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SEASON -

@ LURES -

¥ SIZE

LIMIT-

CREEL
LIMIT -

LICENSE -

FISHING

REGULATIONS

Open year-round

Artificial lures or flies only
with single hook

ALL Trout - 7”
Rock (Redeye) Bass - None
Smallmouth Bass - 7”

Combined total of 5 fish

Valid state license from
Tennessee or N. Carolina
No trout stamp required
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A Flshenes managed 30does not |nterfere W|th functlons ef natural
: aquatlc systems or riparian zones . = I B0

A Oonsumptlon@roved if it does alter aquatlc ecosystem = ooy

A Harvest may nét“’reduce reproductive potentlal of populatlon or aIt_a.i:t:'.‘

L=  age structure+ . s ;

=5 A Goalis NOT to maximize sustalnable har,yestrathef‘b’aﬁlce harvest
“*)  with quality of experience - ~-

4A Fishless aquatic’ areas should reFﬁaln to protect aquatlc assemblages

A. Management W|II not attempt to enhance the S|ze or denS|ty of sport

RSM _,jmpha5|ze the opportunity to fish in-a natural setting for
e n .7_ ber and size of fJSh that are naturally produced
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GRSM Angler Trends

A Local (44%) and ndocal (56%) anglers evenly split (local <50:mile

A 84-88% of anglers report good to excellent fishing experiences

A Despite catch rates of 3.5 and 1.5 fish/hour-%88% of local/norocal
anglers do not harvest legal fish

A Legal fishing has no population level impacts to wild Brook; Brow
Rainbow Trout in GRSM

GRSM Flshlng Regulations
Approved GearSingIe hook, artificial lures onIy

% ;P Creel L|m|tComb|ned 5 Trout & Smallmouth Bass 20 Rock Béss
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GRSM Angler Expectations & Béhavm

GRSM Angler Local Catch & Harvest Rates
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GRSM Fishing Regulations
-~ Approved GearSingle hook, artificial lures only e 1%
‘ " Size LimitTrout & Smallmouth Bass s#Tches; Rock Bass None' & &
™ Creel LimitCombined 5 Trout & Smallmouth Bass; 20 Rock Bass
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Natlonal Flshlng Trends by the Numbers
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g 57 9 m|II|on Amerlcans (>6 yrs old) flshed in 2024 (19% U.S. part|C|pat|
43.2 million freshwater fishing (14% participation)
15.1 million saltwater fishing (5% participation) "
8 m|II|on fIy flshlng (3% part|C|pat|on)
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https://www.takemefishing.org/getmedia/a57d8I@@7-
48eb8b1347b193e0fb18/2025SpecialReport pdf
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anglers fished alone




